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MEDIA ADVISORY

For Immediate Release: January 21, 2010
Food & Friends
Contact: Anthony E. Harbour
T: 202.269.6822  ( aharbour@foodandfriends.org 

FOOD & FRIENDS TO PROVIDE FREE HIV TESTING AND COUNSELING AND EVENTS FOR NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY, 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2010

On Saturday February 6, 2010, in recognition of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, Food & Friends will host a free community event 10am – 3pm at the Riggs LaSalle Community Center located at 501 Riggs Road, NE, Washington, DC  20011.

This free community event is open to all ages and includes:
· Free HIV testing and counseling

· Educational workshops and activities for all ages
· Free food and entertainment
· Community outreach 

Saturday’s events are in recognition of the tenth annual National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, Sunday, February 7, 2010.  This national HIV awareness mobilization initiative is designed to encourage primarily African-American communities to get educated, tested, involved and treated for HIV/AIDS. The HIV/AIDS epidemic continues to devastate Black communities.  Unfortunately, many of those infected with HIV are unaware of their status and may unknowingly transmit the virus to others.
--more--
In 2010, National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day organizers remain focused on Washington, DC, one of 18 U.S. cities where Black communities are disproportionately impacted by the infection.  Here in the nation’s capital, rates of infection are comparable to those of some developing countries:
· DC has the highest rate of new AIDS cases in the U.S.—12 times the national average, according to Whitman-Walker Clinic (WWC)
· More than 15,000 people in the Washington metropolitan area live with AIDS (WWC)
· In DC, 81% of AIDS cases are among Blacks (WWC)

· Nationally, while Blacks represent approximately 13% of the population, they account for 40% of new HIV cases (WWC) 
· HIV is the third leading cause of death for Black women and the fourth leading cause of death for Black men, age 25-44 (WWC)
It’s time to mobilize and talk about this devastating disease so we can make a difference. Please join us on Saturday, February 6, 2010, 10am – 3pm, at the Riggs-LaSalle Community Center, located at 501 Riggs Road, NE, Washington, DC 20011, for a day full of education, testing and events.
Food & Friends serves the greater Washington area by providing approximately 3,000 meals daily and nutritional counseling to those living with life-challenging illnesses. The majority of our clients are living with HIV/AIDS or cancer. We are proud to partner with the following non-profit metropolitan community organizations in recognition of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and thank them from their support: Us Helping Us, Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, Whitman-Walker Clinic, Our Place, AIDS Walk Washington, Housing Works, and the University of the District of Columbia’s Stay Educated Sober Tested and Alive program.
For more information about the event, please visit www.foodandfriends.org, or contact Anthony E. Harbour at aharbour@foodandfriends.org or 202.269.6822.
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